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WHAT IS MIXED MEDIA ART? TECHNIQUES
AND EXAMPLES IN CONTEMPORARY ART

TepMMHOM MUKC-MeAMa NMPUHATO Ha3biBaTb WCMOJIb30BaHWE
aBTOPOM CMELUAHHOW TEXHMKM MpU Co3haHumn paboTbl. [aHHbIN
noaxof nNo3BonaeT pa3fBuraTb rpaHunLibl JO3BONIEHHOrO, KOTOpble
HenpemMeHHO COMYTCTBYIOT CTPOroMy CJieflOBaHUIO Kakom-nnbo
onpepesnieHHol Xy[oXKeCTBEHHOW TEXHUKU: K MPUMepPY, Co3fjaHne
KoJfinaka No3BOMSET BbIXOAWTb 33 PaMK/ ABYMEPHOrO BOCMpPUA-
A paboTbl, @ MICMONb30BaHKE Pa3NNYHBIX TEKCTYP NPW CO3JaHUN
CKYNbMNTYpbl MOMOXeET nepefaTb HaCTPOEHMe 3aMblCiia CKYNbNTO-
pa. O603HaUMM OCHOBHblE NOAXOAbl MPUMEHEHWA PaA3INYHbIX
TEXHWK, MOCKOMNbKY OUEBMAHO, UTO 3TO TBOPYECKOe peLleHre Jo-
NycKaeT HeorpaHyYeHHble BapuaLny 1 SKCNEPMEHTbI, @ 3HAUUT 1
ntoban Knaccndukauma byaet ycnoBHOW.

1. Byayum Xy#oXXHUKOM, i HAUHY C Hanbonee opraHWYHOro AnA
MEHA BapWaHTa WCMONb30BaHNA CMELIaHHOW TeXHWKMW, Mpu Ko-
TOPOM HeT HeobXoAMMOCTY Nepexofa 13 MIOCKOCTU K obbemy, a
UMEHHO — MCMOoJNb30BaHWe Pas3fnYHbIX rpadruecknux unm xmneo-
MUCHBIX CPeACTB NPU HaNMCaHUN XyQ0XeCTBEHHOMN paboTbl. B 3Tom
ciyyae, aBTOp UMeeT BO3MOXKHOCTb FPaMOTHO UCMOJIb30BaTh LUK-
POKWIA CNEKTP MHAMBMAYASbHBIX XapPaKTEPUCTUK BbIOPAHHbBIX UM
TeXHUK. TeKCTypa, NMpo3payHoOCTb, MAOTHOCTb, APKOCTb, CNOCO6-
HOCTb MOAYEPKHYTb LiIBETOBbIE NN CBETOBbIE HIDAHChl — MMEHHO
K 3TMM KauyecTBaM XYLOXXHUK MOXeT 0b6paTuTbcA Ana Hanbonee
TOYHOW Nepepayn TBOpUYECKOM Mbicnu. K npumepy, ana cosgaHuma
MOrNOLLAIoLLEro CBET YEPHOro NPOCTPAHCTBA YMECTHEe BCEro UC-

AHactacua Kpyrnosa. Bbibop. [paduka, cmeluaHHan TexHuka. 35x45
Anastasiia Kruglova. Choice. Graphic art, mixed technique. 35x45
https://www.anastasiiakruglova.com/
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The term mixed media
usually refers to the artist’s
use of mixed techniques
while creating a work.
This approach allows one
to push the boundaries of
what is permitted, which
certainly accompanies
strict adherence to any
particular artistic tech-
nique: for example, creat-
ing a collage allows you
to go beyond the two-
dimensional perception
of the work, and the use
of different textures when
creating a sculpture will
help convey the sculptor’s
intention. Let us highlight
the main approaches to
the use of various tech-
niques, since it is obvious
that this creative solution
allows unlimited variations and experiments, which means
that any classification will be conditional.

1. Being an artist, | will start with the most organic option for
me to use mixed media, in which there is no need to move from
plane to volume, namely, the use of various graphic or pictorial
means when painting an artwork. In this case, the artist has the
opportunity to fully use a wide range of individual characteris-
tics of the techniques he or she has chosen. Texture, transpar-
ency, density, brightness, the ability to emphasize colour or light
nuances — these are the qualities that an artist can turn to for
the most accurate conveying of his or her creative thought. For
example, to create a light-absorbing black space it is most ap-
propriate to use ink as the most pigmented material, while oil
painting will teleport the viewer into the world of light multi-
layer glazes.

Kpyrnosa AHacTacus, XyROXHUK, Unen
MexayHapogHoro XynoxectBeHHoro Oonpa,
aBTOp MeToAuKN «<MopynbHoe NocTpoeHue

B abcTpakuymu»

Anastasiia Kruglova, artist, member

of the International Arts Fund, author

of the methodology “Modular Composition

in Abstraction”

2. Collage involves the use of various materials (paper, fabric,
photographic material, cardboard) to create a wholesome work on
a plane. This technique allows to create depth and some volume
through the visual comparison of materials of different qualities.
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NoNnb30BaThb Tylb, Kak Hanbonee I'II/IFMEHTVIpOBaHHbIVI maTtepuan, B
TO BpeMA KakK MaciiAaHaA XXUBOMUCb NMO3BOJIUT NMepeHecTn 3putena
B MUP Nerknx MHOTOC/TONHbIX NIeCCNMPOBOK.

2. Konnax noppa3ymeBaeT WUCMOJSIb30BaHWE pPa3fiNyHbIX Ma-
Tepuanos (bymara, TKaHb, doTOMaTepmasn, KapToH) ANA co3faHusA
LefIbHOrO NPOU3BEeAEHUA Ha MAOCKOCTW. [laHHaA TeXHUKa No3Bo-
nAeT co3fatb rnybuHy, HEKOTOPbIi 06bem MOCPenCTBOM BM3Y-
aflbHOro COMOCTABMIEHMA Pa3fIMYHbIX MO CBOMM KayecTBam mare-
puanos. /lcnonb3oBaHre 3TOM CMeLlaHHOW TeXHWKM NOo3BonsAeT
aBTOpY U36exaTb MOHOTOHHOI PaboTbl, K NpYMepy, ecni Heobxo-
OVMMO nepepaTb TeKCTypy matepuana. CoBpemeHHan XyLoXKHULA
Marcia Conlon yBepeHHO nosnb3yeTca 3TOW TEXHUKOWN Npu co3aa-
HUM abCcTparMpoBaHHbIX PaboT.

2

Marcia Conlon. Sunrise. Konnax Ha 6ymare, cmelaHHas TexHuka. 21x20
Marcia Conlon. Sunrise. Collage on paper, mixed technique. 21x20
https://pariscollagecollective.com/Marcia-Conlon

3. Accambnsa: 3TOT BUA CMeLLaHHOI TEXHWKM cliefyeT 3a Bbl-
LIEONMCaHHON TEXHNKOW Konfaxka He ciiydaiHo. Oba HanpaBne-
HMA CXOXWM MO CBOEN CyTW, ofiHAaKo npu paboTe B 3TOM TBOpUe-
CKOM KJloue aBTOp UCMonb3yeT o6beMHble AeTanu, 4yactu Unm
npegmMeTbl LeMKOM, KOMMOHYA UX Ha MOBEPXHOCTU paboTbl AnA
CO3[aHuA BM3yanbHOro npoussegeHns. PaboTta Kak 6bl BbINpbIru-
BaeT 13 MN/IOCKOCTMW, BO3AEeNCTBYA Ha CO3HaHme 3putens. BarnAanys
Ha paboTbl coBpemeHHoro asTopa J.N. Doe Mbl CTaHOBMMCA CBU-
feTeNieM POXXAEHUA HOBOFO »KaHpa — nepexofa OT u3obpae-
HUA K CKYNbATYype.

The use of this mixed technique allows the artist to avoid monoto-
nous work, for example, if it is necessary to convey the texture of
the material. Contemporary artist Marcia Conlon confidently uses
this technique to create abstract works.

3. Assemblage: This type of mixed technique follows the col-
lage one described above for a reason. Both genres are similar at its
core, however, while working in this creative movement the artist
uses three-dimensional details, parts or entire objects, arranging
them on the surface of the work to create a visual piece. The work
seems to jump out of the plane, influencing the consciousness of
the viewer. When taking a look at the works of contemporary artist
J.N. Doe we become witnesses of the birth of a new genre — the
transition from image to sculpture.

J.N. Doe. Flesh of the Machine. Accambnsx. 8080
J.N. Doe. Flash of the Machine. Assemblage. 80x80
https://www.instagram.com/p/CYot_xgotCK/'

4. Sculpture: In this case, the artist goes completely beyond the
plane and creates art objects in three-dimensional space. Within
the concept of mixed media, the sculptor chooses different materi-
als while creating an artwork. For example, French contemporary
visual artist Pascal Le Berre prefers to combine wood, stone and
metal to realize his creative ideas. The use of various materials is an
additional reference, an emphasis that helps the artist convey to
the viewer the gist of his or her statement.
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4. CkynbnTypa: B JaHHOM CJlyyae Xy[OXKHWK MOMHOCTbIO Bbl-
XOLWT 33 PaMKM MAOCKOCTU U CO3AaeT 0ObeKTbl UCKYCCTBa B TPEX-
MEPHOM MPOCTPaHCTBE. B pamKax KoHLenTa CMeLlaHHOW TEXHUKM
CKYNbMTOpP BblOMpPaET pasfinyHble MaTepuasnbl NpU CO3[aHUM Npo-
usBegeHus. K nprimepy, COBpeMeHHbIn GppaHLy3CKU Br3yasib-
HbI XyaoXHUK Pascal Le Berre npegnountaeT coyetatb AEPEBO,
KaMeHb 1 MeTasin A1 BOMIOLEHWA CBOUX TBOPYECKMX 3aMbICI10B.
Mcnonb3oBaHMe pa3nuyHbiX MaTePranoB — 3TO AOMOSIHUTENbHbIN
pedepeHc, akLeHT, KOTopble MOMOraeT aBTOPY AOHECTUN O 3puTe-
1A CYyTb CBOErO BblCKa3blBaHMA.
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Opanumcko UHpanTe-Apana. flywa Kpuctanna. (MeliaHHas TeXHUKa, CTEKNO, MeTan.
30x30x30

Francisco Infante-Arana. Soul of the Crystal. Mixed technique, glass, metal. 30x30x30
https://arzamas.academy/materials/2510

5. MHcTannauma. 3TOT B1A COBPEMEHHOTO MCKYCCTBA, KOTOpoe
MOXET ObITb BbINOJIHEHO B TEHAEHLUAX CMELIAHHOW TEXHUKN, Npeg-
CTaBnseT cob60 MHKOPMOPaLMIO CKYNbNTYPHON GOPMbI B NPOCTPaH-
CTBO Takum 06pa3oM, YTobbl 06a 3TK 3nemeHTa BONAOTUAN B cebe
€QUHbBIN Xy#oMeCTBeHHbIN 3ambicen. OAHMM U3 HaLLIKX BblAAOLLNXCA
COBPEMEHHUKOB, paboTaloLmx B AAHHOM HarpaBneHuy, ABNAETCA
Poccuinckuin xypoxHuk ®paHuucko WHdaHTe-ApaHa, Ybn MHCTan-
NALNOHHBIE PaboThI C NCMOMb30BaHVEM 3€PKafIbHON MOBEPXHOCTH,
NPOCTPaHCTBa N MeTaJTMYECKUX KOHCTPYKLMIA CTanm NpU3HaHHbIM
[OCTOAHWEM KyNbTYpbl He ToNbKo Poccuu, HO 1 BCcero mupa.

6. 3ctamn (NPUHT): NeyaTHaa rpaduka. CyllecTByeT OorpoMHoe
KONIMYEeCTBO TEXHUK [aHHOro crnocoba TMpaxknpoBaHWA aBTOp-
CKOTr0O MpPOn3BeAeHNA C COXPaHEHUEM XYAOXEeCTBEHHOM U Kynb-
TYPHOW LEHHOCTM pe3yfbTaTa. TexHuKa rpasiopa nogpasymeBaeT
co3fgaHuve neyvyatHblx Gopm (LITaMMoB) PasfUyYHbIMU ClOCO6aMM.
K npumepy, kcunorpadumsa noppasymeBaeT MCNONb3oBaHWe fe-
peBa B KauecTBe OCHOBbI /1A FPaBMPOBKY; IMHOrPaBIopa, T.e. UC-
nonb30BaHUe NIMHOMeYMa B KayecTBe TpadapeTHOro matepuana,
o¢dopT — rpasiopa Ha MeTasne u gpyrve. PakTnyecku, niobon ma-
Tepuran MOXeT CTaTb OCHOBOW ANA co3faHuA TpadapeTa.

TaKKe TEXHUKU MOXHO Pa3fennTb 1 Mo Crocoby HaHECEHUA TU-
paXKnUpyeMoro n3obpaxxkeHus, Kak Hanprumep: co3gaHrne CUCTEMDI

Dyenaneapen — XX1 bow  1/202F

5. Installation. This type of contemporary art, which can be ex-
ecuted in mixed media techniques, represents the incorporation
of sculptural form into space in such a way that both of these ele-
ments embody a single artistic concept. One of our outstanding
contemporaries working in this genre is the Russian artist Francis-
co Infante-Arana, whose installation works using mirror surfaces,
space and metal structures have become a declared heritage not
only in Russia, but throughout the world.

Pascal Le Berre. Un weekend a Cythére. CkynbnTypa (nepeBo, Metann, kameHb). Bbicota 70,
ocHoBaHue 11x9

Pascal Le Berre. Un Weekend a Cythére. Sculpture (wood, metal, stone). Height 70, base 11x9
https://leberrepascal.com/

6. Stump (print): printed graphic art. There are a huge number
of techniques for this method of replicating an original work while
preserving the artistic and cultural value of the result. The engrav-
ing technique involves creating printing forms (stamps) in various
ways. For example, wood cut printing involves using wood as a
base for engraving; linocut — is the use of linoleum as a stencil
material; etching — metal engraving, and others. In fact, any mate-
rial can become the basis for creating a stencil.

Techniques can also be divided according to the method of
applying the replicated image, such as: creating a deepening
system to convey colour intensity (etching, silk-screen printing,
engraving), smoothing light elements of the work on a grained
board (mezzotint technique), applying colour combinations un-
der pressure from various kinds of stone surfaces (lithography)
or monotype, which originally appeared as a result of mixing
techniques, and which allows to apply a picture with paints onto
an ideal glass, plastic or metal surface, subsequently imprinting
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yrny6neHms gna nepefaym MHTEHCUBHOCTU LiBeTa (0popT, LWenKo-
rpadus, pesuoBsas rpasiopa), BbiraxBaHye CBETOBbIX 3/IEMEHTOB
paboTbl Ha 3epHEHHOW AOCKe (TEXHMKA-MeLLO-TUHTO), HaHeCeH e
LBETOBbIX COMETaHW Nof faBieHNEM C Pa3fIMYHOro poAa KaMeH-
HbIX MOBEepPXHOCTeN (MuTorpadus) Unm n3HavyasnbHO NOABMBLIAACA
KaK pe3ynbTaT CMeWMBAHUA TEXHUK MOHOTUNUA, NO3BONAIOLWAA
HaHeCcTn Ha npeanbHyl0 MOBEPXHOCTb CTEKNA, MNacTMKa uim me-
Tanna PUCYHOK Kpackamu, B fanbHewnLweM oTrneyaTbiBad OTTUCK Ha
YBAa>KHEHHOM NINCTE BPYYHYIO NN CTAHKOBbIM METOLOM.

Jlio6oe coyeTaHne 3TUX TEXHUK NMO3BOINT NONYUUTb YHUKaNb-
HbI BapUaHT NpuUHTa. [laHHbIA BUA CMELIaHHOW TEXHUKN CerogHs
TPAANLNOHHO WUCNONb3YyeTCA COBPEMEHHbIMU AMOHCKUMMK aBTO-
pamu, Kak Hanpumep Koichi Yamamoto, uto no3sonsAet nonyyatb
YHVKasibHble B CBOEM pofe Npon3BeAeHNA NCKYCCTBA, BbINMOTHEH-
HOro B CTW/IE MUKC-Meaua.

7. OngxnTan apT unun undpoBoe nckycctso. C pasBUTMEM HO-
BbIX TEXHOJIOMUIA 3TOT BUJ, NCKYCCTBA MOfy4YaeT Bce bonblue BHU-
MaHuA. B KOHTEKCTe MCNONb30BaHUA CMELIAHHOW TEXHUKN CTOUT
YMOMAHYTb O CYyLLeCTBOBaHWM HanpaBieHnA AOMOSIHEHHON peanb-
HOCTU, M3HaYanbHO co3aBaeMol Npu GUKCMPOBAHUN OKPY»Kato-
wewn cpefbl (BAEO KOHTEHT) 1 CO34aBaeMON XYAO>KHUKOM HOBOW
peanbHOCTU. TakXKe Ntoboe coueTaHre pasnyHbIX LdpPOoBbIX Npo-
OYKTOB (Nporpamm) 1 TexHonorun (bortorpadprposaHne, cosgaHne
BMAEOMaTeprana, aHMMaLma) CBMAETENbCTBYET 00 MCMONb30Ba-
HUW aBTOPOM CMeLLaHHOM TEXHUKM NPU CO3LaHNN NPON3BELeHNS.
CoBpemeHHbIi dpaHLy3CKnA XygoxHUK Lotus20 co3paeT nna-
CTUYHbIE ANIXKNTAN KOMMO3MLMM C MOMOLLbIO Bapraumy TeEXHONO-
FMYECKMX U XY[0XKECTBEHHBIX NMPYEMOB.

Lotus20. Conseillez moi. Aumxutan Komno3uums, cMeLLlaHHasA TeXHUKa
Lotus20. Conseillez Moi. Digital composition, mixed technique
http://lotus20art-abstrait.e-monsite.com/

CmelllaHHasA TexHVKa, 6narofaps CBoe HeorpaHMYeHHoON Ba-
PVATMBHOCTK, NMPEOCTABAAET XyAOXKHUKY Hemcyeprnaemble BO3-
MOHOCTU AJ1A NMOWCKa YHNKANbHOIO PELLUEHUS MOCTaBIEHHON Xy-
[I0KeCTBEHHOW 3aaun.

Koichi Yamamoto. Hari. npunT, cmewwanHas Texiuka. 10080
Koichi Yamamoto. Hari. Print, mixed technique. 100x80
https://www.yamamotoprintmakin.com

the stamp on a moistened sheet manually or using a machine
method.

Any combination of these techniques will result in a unique
print. This type of mixed technique is traditionally used today by
modern Japanese artists, such as Koichi Yamamoto, which allows
them to produce unique works of art made in the style of mixed
media.

7. Digital art. With the development of new technologies, this
art form is receiving more and more attention. In the context of us-
ing mixed technique, it is worth mentioning the augmented reality
genre, initially created by recording the environment (video con-
tent) and a new reality created by the artist. Also, any combination
of various digital products (programs) and technologies (photog-
raphy, video creation, animation) indicates the artist’s use of mixed
technique when creating an artwork. French contemporary artist
Lotus20 creates figurative digital compositions using a variety of
technological and artistic techniques.

Mixed technique, due to its unlimited variability, provides the
artist with infinite possibilities to find a unique way to reach a set
artistic goal.
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